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l'n to thm tlnu' the hooks (hut hud cornu under my notice the old< Mt uo 
fur us local history wus concerned was Withers' Border Warfare pub 
lished in 1831.* Howe's Virginia was published in 1845. I have aiw.i.vs 
beeu inclined to give Withers the highest place for the reason that ho 
was a mature man when ho was writing and must have talked to many 

of the Revolutionary Soldiers and Indian lighters. 

My attention has recently been culled to a volume of 392 pages, printed 
in 1S26, entitled. “Sketches of History, Life, and Manners in the I nited 
States,” by a Traveler.! It bears no name of author or publisher, but it 

appears to have been printed in New Haven. 

The first hundred pages of I he book contain an account of a trip from 
Huntsville, Alabama, to Alexandria, D. C., in the course of which he pass¬ 
ed through West Virginia. 

I could not tell who wrote the book. It is highly offensive to the peo¬ 
ple among whom he visited, and who let him escape unscathed. This un¬ 
lovely trait has been fully developed in the traveling provincial who 
speaks as an authority concerning the country he passed through casually. 
It is an exceedingly bad tempered book. That part of the volume de¬ 
voted to this section is headed "West Virginia” as though the States had 
already been divided. 

It is apparent that the author of that book was a man of mature years 
for he speaks of having lived in Staunton in 1787, and having been old 
enough to take interest in history at that time. 

It was on this trip as an old man that he saw his first oyster. In 
Kanawha county, he saw the Burning Springs and wonders that air 
should burn. He knew nothing of natural gas—not even the term. Turn 
a provincial loose for the first time, even though that provincial has been 
confined to the corporate limits of a city as big as New York, and he is 
apt to disapprove of all the manners, customs, morals, and styles that 
do not measure up to the standards set by the snub-nose vogues of his 
own home town. 

It is an awkward term to refer continually to him as the author of the 
book, so the party will hereinafter be designated by the appropriate name 
of Ananias. 

Ananias was the first to blackguard West Virginia. If* started the 
favorite indoor sport of reviling the mountain man. 

Ananias was feeble, and he had been told that there was balm in West 
Virginia in the form of mineral springs and he journeys thither. 

He comes into Virginia by way of Washington county, Virginia, and 

he spits venom in the opening lines. He notes three things peculiar to 

the proud State that he Is to vjsit. They are: bastardB, fleas and the soft 
accent. 

* flrs t book published In western Virginia * •• 
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As to the natural children, that was none of his business. The not r 
-accent that he admired is their own. As to the fleas (hut took to him, if 
he had been better versed in science, he wouid not have given away the 
loathsome secret that he was parent to these parasites, for while some 
persons cannot help attracting fleas, it is the lust thing that they should 
admit. And it is no cause of boasting. As Ananias naively admits that 
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admit. And it is no cause of boasting. As Ananias naively admits that 
he was infested with fleas, and made history of the fact, we will pass It 
along for what it is worth. Now do not get your back up if you are flea 
bitten, for I have known many fine people to be bitten by fleas. Ananias 
tells of another flea parent he met at a tavern. They had something fn 
common. This other was a Frenchman, and his method of hunting fleas 

l° h end t0 fal1 a8,eep - Then the fleas thinking it safe would bite 

and the sleeper would slap. 


and the sleeper would slap. 

It is not very plain which one of the numerous w'aterinfr n i», g 
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As to th* natural children, lhat was "oue ot hie hu«iu«a^ T, ‘‘. 
accent that he admired is their own. As to (lie ttoau 1 lul 00 
he had been hotter versed in ecienoo. he would not have given away the 
loathsome secret that he was pa re ill to these paiasllee, for wJj) e some 
persons cannot hell* attracting fleas, it Is the last thing that tlx .' Miouhj 
admit. And it is no cause of boasting As Ananias naively admits that 
he was infested with fleas, and made history of the fact, we will pa.s. 1 - :i 
along for what it is worth. Now do not get your back up if you are flea 
bitten, for 1 have known many fine people to be bitten by fleas. Ananias 
tells of another flea parent he met at a tavern. They had something in 
common. This other was a Frenchman, and his method of hunting fleas 
was to pretend to full asleep. Then the fleas thinking it safe would bite 
and the sleeper would slap. 

It is not very plain which one of the numerous watering places in 
Alunroe Ananias honored with his presence, but he went to the county-seat, 
and calls it "a poor little village.’* 

Speaking of this section generally, he says: 

“This bleak, inhospitable, and dreary country, remote from commerce 
and navigation, destitute of arts, taste, and refinement, derives great ad¬ 
vantage from these Springs. Thousands of dollars are left here annually 
by those wealthy visitors, and in the meantime, as they are mostly people 

ot taste and refinement, they bring a fund of amusement and instruction 
home to the doors of its inhabitants.” 

lb™ 33 D0W ‘ AIS ° S ° me rare S13ecimen s of hobnailed livers Also 
some whose only mission is to syphilize the country. ' * 

Not getting much better of his ailments at th* 

for the west. He passed through the Savannahs o/Zh “ 

After crossing Greenbrier River he observpd th* 0 Gr eenbrier county. 

corroboration of the theory that I advanr 1 - ava nnahs. I find here 
about Lewisburg there were no forests He ^avTthaTt^ ^° that in and 
on the Savannahs but that they were’covered wRh , Were n ° trees 
a small shrub which sheltered the grass and nr f ! luxu nous grass and 

heat of the summer and the freezing cold in theater ^ ** 
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wfti the tradition that the Indians kent the mountains which coincides 
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»ir il> 4 A( burns," lu> says "No opinion has been expr ****** 11 ruapsutln# ibis 
njiwouiiuan or any pulua inkou to mctrlalu tbe nature or <au*« ol H» 

ll U appareul (hat ho hail no conception of (hul grout olomont kuown 
u« natural g«u» which huu brought uo much wealth to Wont Virginia. 

The ault works thut had drat bean operated hy the Indiana wore in full 
blast. Col. Uavld KufTnur huvlng established them. He records (he fact 
that the Kanawha ault la very much stronger than other anil on the 
market, and that In Aluhaniu he had observed that bacon cured with 
Kanawha salt kept well, while (hot In which oilier salt had been uaed 
did not keep at all. 

Ho says that owing to the fact thut the canal was ubout to he built 
along this river that he had been ol pallia to pick up everyhlng concern¬ 


ing It. 

He talked with soldiers who had fought ul the buttle of the Point fifty 
years before. 

Among others he talked with Ann Unlley, who carried gunpowder to the 
army at the Point, or Fort Randolph. He found her very poor, almost 
naked. She begged for a dram which Ananias gave to her. 

Charleston was a town of four stores, two taverns, a court-house, a 
jail, an academy, a i*ostoffice, and n printing press. 

Lewisburg is recorded as having a handsome stone courthouse and jail, 
two clerks offices, two churches, one for Presbyterians, (which is still 


standing 1 one for Methodist, one academy for young men, one for young 
women, two taverns, four retail stores, a post office, a printing office, and 
forty dwellings. 

The town of Lewisburg Is described as being more important than 
Charleston. He refers to Rev. Hr. McKlhenny as the principal of an acad¬ 
emy for women, the only one in the republic. 

He said that at preaching he counted one hundred men, and that they 
were all but one clothed in foreign cloth. The one exception was Hon. 
William Smith, member of Congress, who wore domestic cloth. 


He thinks that the visitors at (he springs have been the cause of the 

styles in Lewisburg, and they aro still struggling with that problem 
down there. 

Ananias criticises the accent, the manners, and the homes of the Green¬ 
brier people. And thus: 

' Indeed, West Virginia has dealt out genius with a sparing hand; with 

the exception of John Breckenrldge. I am told she has never produced one 
man that might he called great." 


He has some valuable details about the Clendenln 
through a talk with Mrs. Mays, a daughter of Mrs 
were obtained. 


massacre, and It w'as 
Clendenln. that they 


Mrs. Clendenln wss captured and the Indians went by Muddy Creek to 
heeneys Knobs, and found that Yokttm on Muddy Creek and Con ,« 
on Keeney’s Knob had been killed Tlmv i«ff ’ R 8 lSee) 
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1 Kerr s creek musHucre. The ludluna immediately 

( out for tlieir towns but before they were off of Keeney's Knobs, Mrs, 

lcndeuin had made her escape. She went home and found the dead 

,0 h»r husband. Prom there she walked by night and lu nine days 

‘‘until in Dickinson's on the Cowpasture river, with nothing to eat. 

■ n.uUu.s heie relates an Incident which must be rejected as impossible 
and untrue. u 

"IT * hat on Awards Creek, within two miles of her home, she 
Of thp L f" n° IUt>a ’ ° ae her Mother-in-law, who gave her no assistance 
ter who w„ V ° Dly survlvors were Clendenin and one daugh” 

Mr. Davis and hlTT* Tu from the India ns. She married a 
Ballard Smith on 8everaI children, one of whom was the mother of 
Mrs , 8 member °f Congress. 

Rogersand b^Tm^mnw^ Mm” t0 Aug ' U8ta county carried a Mr. 

died In IS 17 . Ch,ldren ' Mr8 ' Mays and a *on. Mrs. Rogers 

Mathet^rbuckle ^Sh^w 1 ^ “f to,ked with the widow of Capt 
second time to a Mr We7s“ 8eVent,eth y#flr ’ and was married a 
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H« a*yu lhat wild horse* iu 1763 were on these Savannah* In immense 

number*- . , - 

If the sefiijui cenieuuuil 1 b held at Lewlsburg next year a* gcheauiea, 

this book of the prophet AuanlaH will be Invaluable for the greater li.us 
are also the greatest truth tellerB for the reason they talk bo tnu<h ibat 
their output of truth iu greater than that of silent persons. I'or instance 
there are more Democrats in Pennsylvania than there are In \ iiginia. 

Anauias is the ouly writer of the pioneer days who took the trouble to 
speak of the mannerisms of this ancient civilization. 

He found it queer that for ‘‘pretending’’ they said “letting on.” For not 
a thing,” “not a hute." For “get out of the way,” they say “get out the 
road." For “chair,” they suy "cheer.” 

“From Montgomery to Harrison" he says, “there has never been reared 
one man of abilities of any sorts.” I take it, by this he means the coun¬ 
try lying in the rich valleys of the Cheat, Greenbrier, and Bluestone, 
bordering the divide between the eastern and western waters. And he 
goes on to say, “Kanawha, inferior as it may be, has produced one of the 
brightest stars of American genius, Henry Ruffner, LL. D., a man of 
profound erudition who would do honor to any country." 

Statements like the foregoing are in keeping with the remarks on page 
30. where he says, very little limestone is seen west of the Allegheny 
mountain. As a matter of fact the Big Lime is all west of the Allegheny 
Mountain. He suffered from a beam in the eye. 

The w r ild animals he noted were bears, wolves, deer, panthers, wild¬ 
cats. raccoons, foxes, ground hogs, opossums, rabbits, squirrels, white 
and striped ground squirrels, fairy-diddles, and the skunk. “All of which 
are numerous in the mountains and will ever continue the proprietors 
of those immense wilds.” 

In the Elysian fields from whence Ananias looks down upon those wilds 
he has a better knowledge of what is meant by the word “forever”. 


Ananias reveres the summer boarders. He objects to th* “Itizens of 
Greenbrier and adjoining counties wearing fine clothes like th.v do. “It 
never conies into their heads that those people, whose exterior they so 
sedulously imitate, are from the seats of refinement, and highly polished 
manners, that they are people of education, information, and reflection. 
Such eternally is the effect of ignorance.” 


He would reject the finding of a wise man to the effect that Judy 
O’Grady, and the Colonel’s Lady, are sisters under the skin. 

He divides us up into two classes. “Visitors and yeomanry." When in 
yeomanry we should do as yeomans do. and not as the visitors. 

The visitors still come, and barring a disposition to drink champagne 

In the days of campegne before breakfast. I never saw much difference 
in the idle rich and the idle poor. ’ 

fie notes the fact that many of the mountain people live to be old 
and then die suddenly, Tailing In their tracks, so to speak. Sudden 
deaths are confined to old people, he sayB. and lie thinks it is due to the 
climate He would like to hear the opinion of the learned on the subject 
ere is the opinion from the unlearned. It is due to the fact that 
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mountain people arc great athlete-. climbing mountain, and putting Iurt)i 

Strenuous efforts. The result is health, happinaia. and lon *''*‘ * g0 ** r 
with a dilated heart, which breaks, and grants the greatest boon of all, a 

sjteedy and unexpected exit from the world. 

Ananias was In Pocahontas County but does not record anything 
peculiar to thia county, probably because we were without the zone of 
influence of the ‘Summer Visiter," as he spells it. So we were allowed 
to remain unspotted from the world. On his return liom Kanawha 
couuty, he came by the way of Nicholas and Pocahontas. 

He groups six counties together as being on the bosom of a vast mass of 
mountains. Greenbrier, Monroe, Pocahontas, Nicholas, Giles, and Taze¬ 
well. with Greenbrier as the "mother" of the whole. 

He records that the mountain people were kind and hospitable, and 
then ridicules the home he visited, the food, the table manners, the 
home made ornaments on the walls, the china, the linen, and the family 
life. Local philosophers long ago disposed of such sports, or breaks of 
nature, by saying that ff we can stand such a life all the time, he ought 
to he able to stand it a part of the time. 

Probably Ananias reached his highest Bight or oratory when he penned 
offensive°Trfhe sijht" C0U ° try * “ ^ ° f mounta,ns lh « ‘hey are 

Callahan^ Mnc? ns- D The'old ’ ^ Ce * ebrated Stand - He has known the 
size, but his two sons h W ^ hen dead ' had been diminutive in 

and he is not onlv sur J /h” taVerD *** 8t ° Ut - Wel1 IookiD * “en 
Ananighass? Ut ast0n,shed to find them so genteel. Oh, 
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Staunton contains tw 0 \7u d r, are on the streets 

'hree doctors, and thirteen lasers I Zs T* ten *‘°res 

out watch or patrol. Formerly it drJJ n ,ncor P ora ‘ed town with- 
merchants such as Beirne and Caperton ofM^ We8t ° f il but ‘he 
trade away from ft. Perf ° n ’ of Monr oe, had begun to take the 
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known such <om as Qiu Andrew Lewie, uud tb« h tiroes of the Hevolu 
non He has not put down very much but be le tb»* Original Hetractor 
of Wt»( Virgin!*. 

Weet VirgiuiauB are proud [>eoplu. They do uud dure und have ulwuyu 
loomed large In the hiutory of their country. They are mountain men. 
Such men us George Washington and Abraham Lincoln have considered 
them to he the salt of the earth, and the pivot on which tlie destiny of 
the nation turned. 

But never have we been able to furniBh the right kind of tinsel for 
the provincial abroad. 

Our solecisms are too many and too glaring. We have never been able 
to satisfy I he class who consider that the necessities of social inter¬ 
course arbitrarily fixed are more important than the fundamental virtues. 
We have never been able to live with those who despise the ancient sacri¬ 
fice of an bumble and a contrite heart. 

And I sometimes think that when we are inclined to get puffed up and 
proud, that the Lord sends a social hermaphrodite to write us up, and 
tell the world of the rude and uncouth men who go shouting through the 
woods. 


CHAPTER IV 

.1 Study of Youth and Jackson Hills. The Summer Haven of the Bops 

and Girls. 

Jackson Mills is in Lewis County, one hundred and eighteen miles from 
Marlinton. five miles from Weston, and nineteen miles from Clarksburg. 

[t is on the West Fork of the Monongfhela River. The mill itself is of 
the grist variety and seems to be a well built frame building on an 
ancient rock foundation. A trolley line runs along one side of the river 
and the passenger looks across upon an hundred acres of sod fringed 
by the fine trees. On the sod there are a number of buildings of the 
country club style of architecture. The land is owned by the State, and 
many of the counties are putting up houses for their boys and girls. 
These houses range from cabin size to very pretentious habitations but 
all are neat and well built. Webster county's log cabin is the gem of 
the collection and Harrison county is building one as big es a hotel. 

Jackson Mills was once the home of Stoenwall Jackson. It was here 
that he spent his boyhood. He lives everywhere in the hearts of his 
countrymen but nowhere are the precious memories of his boyhood so 
well preserved as they are upon this historic spot. For instance here 
is the tree that young Thomas climbed to shake out a reccoon one night 
to the eager dogs below. 

This is the State Camp for hoys and girls and it is ruled over by a 
burly monarch, Prof. W. H. Kendrick, director and dictator, of the velvet 
glove and the iron hand. 

I had had a very hazy Idea of the scope and purpose of the work 
there But I know now the voice of the camp. It is that it is fashion¬ 
able to be good. 


